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Introduction
“The Dough Boy”
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NAMA 35-17

Title: Servant Kneading Dough
Culture: Egyptian
Period: Old Kingdom, 5th Dynasty 
Materials: limestone, paint

Brummer Gallery object card
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╔ Previously repaired
before the 
museum acquired it

╔ Repairs were 
distracting and did 
not match well

╔ Questioned 
whether the head 
was positioned 
correctly, and original 
to the piece

heath
GREY Logo



Examination
Assessing Condition
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Ultraviolet

X-ray

130kV
1mA
30sec
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7 Breaks

Inpainted
Plaster Fill

Over-
painting

Shellac

Adhesive?
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Treatment
Conservation and Restoration
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Preliminary Removal of Old Restorations

NAMA 35-17
During Treatment
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Disassembly
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Cleaning
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Cleaning
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Assembly

Fragments adhered using 
Paraloid B-72 in acetone
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Shoulder Fill
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Shoulder Fill
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Shoulder Fill

Gap-fill material: Aquazol 200 in isopropanol, 
bulked with cellulose fibers
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Gap Filling + Inpainting
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Identity
The Inscription
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RTI-Specular Enhancement

NAMA 35-17
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Translation

rtHty

nb

b

s

Baker 
Nebes
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“Baker” (rtHty)

The Baker Negan and other men shaping dough, 
from the wall relief in the tomb of Iy-neferet.

Image: Schürman 1993, fig. 15b

heath
GREY Logo



Baker Ni-meret and Baker Tjenty
are named and shown in a large food procession.

“Baker” (rtHty)

East wall relief in the mastaba of Ka-ni-nisut.

Image: Junker’s Gîza II. Die Mastabas der beginnenden V. Dynastie auf dem Westfriedhof, fig. 20
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Translation

rtHty

nb

b

s

Baker 
Nebes
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Interpretation
Parallels & Activity
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James Breasted, Egyptian Servant Statues (1948), Pl. 27

Breasted classified NAMA 35-17 
as Type 6 servant statue: 

“Man Forming Cakes or 
Loaves of Dough”
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NAMA 35-17
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Parallel #1:ÄS 4862

Servant Grinding Flour
Late 5th Dynasty
Giza
State Museum of Egyptian Art
Munich

╔ 20 serving statues 

╔ Excavated by Steindorff in 1905

╔ None are said to be inscribed

Image: [http://www.giza-projekt.org/Funde/
Muenchen_4862/4862.html] 
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Parallel #1:

ÄS 4862

Servant Grinding Flour
Late 5th Dynasty
Giza
State Museum of Egyptian Art
Munich

╔ 20 serving statues 

╔ Excavated by Steindorff in 1905

╔ None are said to be inscribed

Image: [www.ancient.eu/image/3477/]
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Parallel #2:
Statuette of a Fuller
Late 5th Dynasty
Giza
Location: uncertain

╔ 9 serving statues

╔ Tomb of Ni-kau-Hathor and her 
husband

╔ Excavated by Selim Hassan in
the 1930s

╔ 5 men and 3 women are 
inscribed

Inscription: The Ka-servant Inpu-shesi Image: S. Hassan’s Excavations at Giza 6/3, pl. 79a
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Parallel #2:
Statuette of a Fuller
Late 5th Dynasty
Giza
Believe to be at the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo

╔ 9 serving statues

╔ Tomb of Ni-kau-Hathor and her 
husband

╔ Excavated by Selim Hassan in
the 1930s

╔ 5 men and 3 women are 
inscribedNi-kau-Hathor serving statues in-situ, 

being excavated from a nearly 
untouched serdab chamber. 

Image: S. Hassan’s Excavations at Giza 6/3, pls. 73b and 10a

heath
GREY Logo



Parallel #3:
Statue, Human
Late 5th Dynasty
Giza
Oriental Institute Museum
Chicago

OIM 10624

╔ From the largest group of
inscribed Old Kingdom serving 
statues

╔ Tomb of Nykauinpu

╔ “Baker forming ingot-shaped 
cakes” –Tooley's Egyptian Models 

and Scenes (1995)

Image: S. [https://www.flickr.com/photos/mharrsch/3879672272]Inscription: His son, Khaef-Min
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NAMA 35-17 Hassan’s “Fuller” OIM 10624

Those Feet!
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What has been learned?

Giza

Baker Nebes

Munich
Servant 

Grinding Flour

Hassan’s
Fuller

Chicago
Forming Loaves 

or Ingot-
shaped Cakes
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Thank you!
Special Thanks to

ARCE
Kate Garland 
Robert Cohon

Ann Roth
Lisa Haney

Emily Teeter
Bruce Hamper

John Twilley 
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